Golden  Eagles:  On  July  20th  of  this  year,  while  I was  walking  with  Mr  C 
R.  Thomas  through  a hayflekl  on  the  Burton  Ranch  near  Burton  Station,  Contra 
Costa  County,  an  immature  Golden  Eagle,  Aquila  chrysuetos,  flying  low,  a short 
distance  ahead  of  us,  suddenly  dropped  to  the  ground  and  began  to  pull  to 
pieces  and  devour  something  which  it  caught  in  its  talons.  In  a few  minutes  a 
second  immature  Eagle  alighted  close  to  the  first  one  and  waited  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  reach  over  and  snatch  a portion  of  the  other’s  food. 

By  circling  around  a hill  we  were  able  to  obtain  a very  close  view  of  them. 
Shortly  we  moved  into  the  open  and  approached  close  enough  to  frighten  them 
away.  They  seemed  unwilling  to  fly;  first  walking  a short  distance,  then  run- 
ning with  amazing  speed  and  ease,  they  finally  took  wing,  when  almost  imme- 
diately they  were  joined  by  an  adult  Eagle.  All  sailed  a short  distance,  alighting 
on  a nearby  hillside,  where  they  remained  motionless  as  long  as  we  were  in 
sight. 

Upon  investigation  the  hind  half  of  a freshly  killed  ground  squirrel  was 
found.  It  seems  remarkable  that  so  large  and  apparently  clumsy  a bird  could 
capture  a ground  squirrel  so  easily. 

This  was  our  first  experience  of  observing  three  Golden  Eagles  at  one  time. 
Chas.  A.  Bryant,  San  Francisco,  California.  September  15,  1930. 


Arctic  Terns:  The  graceful  Arctic  Terns,  some  of  which  breed  close  to  the 
North  Pole  and  spend  their  winters  not  far  from  the  South  Pole,  are  without 
doubt  the  champion  “globe  trotters”  and  “daylight  savers”  of  the  bird  world. 
Some  individuals  must  make  an  annual  trip  of  about  22,000  miles  from  their 
breeding  grounds  to  their  winter  quarters  and  return. 

They  also  probably  enjoy  more  hours  of  daylight  than  any  other  creature 
living.  Before  they  reach  their  breeding  grounds  in  the  Arctic  the  midnight 
sun  has  already  appeared;  during  their  sojourn  in  the  Antarctic  daylight  is 
continuous. 

Individual  birds  of  this  species,  according  to  Frederick  C.  Lincoln,  of  the 
Biological  Survey,  make  the  longest  flights  known  to  science.  An  Arctic  Tern 
banded  as  a chick  on  the  coast  of  Labrador  was  found  about  three  months  later 
near  La  Rochelle,  France.  Another  fledgling  banded  at  the  same  point  was 
found  on  the  beach  at  Margate,  about  fifteen  miles  southwest  of  Port  Shepstone, 
Natal,  South  Africa,  about  three  months  after  being  banded,  during  which  time 
it  had  flown  not  less  than  8,000  miles. 

(Reprinted  from  the  Official  Record,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  of 
August  14,  1930.) 


Those  Dead  Birds:  Doubtless  it  is  to  the  Farallon  Islands  that  we  should 

direct  our  first  inquiries  into  the  causes  of  the  sea  bird  fatalities,  observed  by 
myself  and  others  late  last  summer  and  early  fall. 
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Here,  during  the  spring  and  summer  months,  the  bird  life  of  a large  ocean 
area  is  gathered  to  breed.  Near  this  point  most  of  the  ship  lines  converge  into 
the  channel  to  the  Golden  Gate. 

As  many  casualties  are  known  to  occur  from  birds  striking  lighthouses  or 
other  lights,  so  here  the  chances  for  like  casualties  are  made  greater  in  a small 
area  by  the  concentration  of  birds  on  and  about  lighthouse  stations  and  by  the 
passing  of  all  ships  in  this  locality  through  their  feeding  waters.  Victims  of 
accidents  from  these  sources  would  naturally  be  drifted  to  the  San  Francisco 
beach  by  the  prevailing  westerly  winds. 

Other  probable  causes  of  mortality,  besides  natural  ones,  are  drowning  by 
entanglement  in  fishermen’s  nets,  by  encountering  obstructions  of  seaweed  or 
other  things  when  in  pursuit  of  prey  into  deep  waters  or  by  taking  baited  hooks. 
Gunners’  practice  from  yachts  doubtless  takes  some  toll  and  oiled  feathers 
much  more.  I believe,  bowever,  that  the  two  main  causes  other  than  natural 
ones  which  are  responsible  for  the  majority  of  casualties  among  sea  birds,  are 
namely:  flying  against  lighthouses  at  night  and  alighting  in  oily  waters. 

The  question  now  is,  why  are  more  dead  birds  not  found  at  other  times  of 
the  year?  For  during  the  migration  and  even  through  the  winter  months  the 
bird  life  on  the  open  ocean  and  along  the  shores,  though  not  so  concentrated, 
is  even  more  abundant  than  during  the  breeding  season.  The  answer  lies 
primarily  in  the  condition  of  our  beach.  During  the  summer  months  our  beach 
widens  as  much  as  two  hundred  feet  and  almost  anywhere  between  the  Cliff 
House  and  Mussel  Rock  from  fifty  to  one  hundred,  and  rises  as  much  as  four 
feet.  A wall  of  sand  is  built  up  at  the  end  of  the  tide  run  and  is  added  to  all 
summer,  extending  the  beach  seaward,  so  when  debris  is  carried  on  the  higher 
tides  it  is  carried  just  over  the  top  and  deposited. 

The  reverse  of  this  beach  building  becomes  apparent  during  the  fall  and 
winter  months.  When  the  ocean  becomes  rougher  this  sand  wall  is  torn  down 
and  the  tide  run  again  extended  in  most  places  the  entire  width  of  the  beach, 
and  instead  of  depositing  debris  it  rolls  and  wears  it  down.  If  the  debris  hap- 
pens to  be  a bird  it  will  be  completely  destroyed  in  a few  days,  even  in  two  or 
three. 


So  it  is  the  late  summer  when  the  beach  building  has  reached  its  greatest 
extent  and  on  the  beach  are  the  carcasses  of  some  four  months’  accumulation, 
that  promises  the  best  chance  of  discovering  some  of  our  rarer  ocean  wanderers! 


The  beach  from  the  Cliff  House  to  Fleishhacker’s  is  cleaned  often  by  work- 
men who  burn  rubbish  and  probably  bury  the  dead  birds.  The  area  from 
Fleishhacker’s  to  Mussel  Rock  is  not  cleaned,  which  makes  it  self-evident  why 
more  birds  are  found  on  the  southern  portion. 


It  may  be  of  further  interest  to  note  here  the  dead  birds  found  on  August  3 
1930,  from  Fleishhacker’s  to  Mussel  Rock:  35  mature  Murres;  28  immature 
Murres;  27  Cassin  Auklets;  15  Dark-bodied  Shearwaters;  10  Brandt  Cor- 
morants; 8 Western  Gulls;  2 Baird  Cormorants;  2 Surf  Scoters-  2 White- 
winged Scoters;  1 Common  Loon;  1 Tufted  Puffin;  1 Fulmar;  1 Pink-footed 
Shearwater;  1 Brown  Pelican  and  one  unidentified  shore  bird-  makine-  a licjt  nf 
135.  C.  W.  Lockerbie,  San  Francisco,  California. 


(For  other  articles  on  this  subject,  see  notes  in  “The  Gull’’  of  October  1929 
and  June,  1930.  Editor.)  ’ ’ 


Christmas  Bird  Census.  Our  Christmas  Bird  Census  will  be  taken  on  Sun- 
day, December  21st,  the  Sunday  following  the  regular  field  trip  All  those  wish 
mg  to  help  m this  work  are  requested  either  to  write  to  Mr.  Chas  A Brvant  150 
^•anklin  Street,  San  Francisco,  or  phone  to  Mrs.  A.  B.  Stephens',  ^Rdwa^^HS 
We  need  workers;  let  us  all  get  in  and  help. 
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November  Field  Trip  was  taken  on  Sunday,  the  twenty-third,  starting  from 
Ross,  Marin  Comity,  along  the  usual  route  past  Phoenix  Lake,  np  the  Shaver 
Grade  to  Hon  Tempe  Meadow,  Lake  Lagnnitas,  then  down  the  Fish  Gnlch  Road 
to  Phoenix  Lake  and  Ross. 

The  day  was  clear,  calm  and  warm,  an  ideal  Indian  summer  day. 

While  the  number  of  species  noted  was  fairly  large,  the  number  of  indi- 
viduals was  very  small. 

Golden-eyes  in  flight,  species  not  determined,  were,  noted  from  the  ferry 
boat  as  we  approached  the  Marin  Shore. 

Ross  with  its  abundance  of  trees  and  dense  lawn  shrubbery  furnished  its 
usual  large  quota  of  species.  Creepers  usually  associated  with  dense  forests. 
Winter  Wrens  with  stream-side  brush  tangles,  were  at  home  here  apparently 
enjoying  the  company  of  human  beings.  Golden-crowned  Kinglets  were  found 
in  fair  numbers  at  several  places.  Audubon  Warblers  were  almost  a rarity. 

In  Bon  Tempe  Meadow  two  fair-sized  flocks  of  Lark  Sparrows  were  noted, 
seemingly  all  singing  at  the  same  time.  Here  also  Robins,  Bluebirds  and  Cedar 
Waxwings  were  drinking  from  a watering  trough.  California  Woodpeckers 
were  present  as  usual  in  the  dead  trees. 

Phoenix  Lake  furnished  Mallards  and  Scaup,  presumably  Lesser,  in  small 
numbers;  Baldpates  and  Ring-necked  Ducks  were  present  in  larger  numbers. 
At  Lake  Lagnnitas  a Wilson  Snipe  was  found. 


Birds  observed  on 
Western  Grebe 
Brown  Pelican 
Brandt  Cormorant 
Parallon  Cormorant 


San  Francisco  Bay: 
Golden-eye  (Sp.  ?) 
Surf  Scoter 
Glaucous-winged  Gull 
Western  Gull 


California  Gull 
Short-billed  Gull 
Bonaparte  Gull 


On  Richardson’s  Bay 

Eared  Grebe 
Pintail  Duck 
Canvas-back  Duck 

On  Phoenix  Lake: 
Pied-billed  Grebe 
Mallard 

Elsewhere: 

Great  Blue  Heron 
Turkey  Vulture 
Sharp-shinned  Hawk 
Cooper  Hawk 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk 
California  Quail 
Wilson  Snipe 
Band-tailed  Pigeon 
Mourning  Dove 
Anna  Hummingbird 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Red-shafted  Flicker 
California  Woodpecker 
Red-breasted  Sapsucker 
Hairy  Woodpecker 
Downy  Woodpecker 
Say  Phoebe 
Black  Phoebe 


and  adjacent  marshes: 

Ruddy  Duck 

Coot 

Killdeer 


Baldpate 

Scaup 


Steller  Jay 

California  Jay 

American  Crow 

Chestnut-backed  Chickadee 

Plain  Titmouse 

Bush-tit 

Brown  Creeper 

Wren-tit 

Winter  Wren 

Bewick  Wren 

Robin 

Varied  Thrush 
Hermit  Thrush 
Western  Bluebird 
Golden-crowned  Kinglet 
Ruby-crowned  Kinglet 
Pipit 

Cedar  Waxwing 
Hutton  Vireo 


Belted  Kingfisher 
American  Crow 


Ring-necked  Duck 
Ruddy  Duck 


Myrtle  Warbler 
Audubon  Warbler 
Townsend  Warbler 
Meadowlark 
Brewer  Blackbird 
Purple  Finch 
Linnet 
Pine  Siskin 

Green-backed  Goldfinch 
Spotted  Towhee 
Brown  Towhee 
Lark  Sparrow 
Fox  Sparrow 
Oregon  Junco 
Golden-crowned  Sparrow 
Nuttall  Sparrow 
Song  Sparrow 


A total  of  seventy-seven  species.  Seventeen  members  and  eleven  guests 
were  present.  C.  A.  Bryant,  historian. 
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Audubon  Notes 


December  Meeting  will  be  held  on 
Thursday,  the  11th,  at  8 p.  m.,  room  19, 
2nd  floor.  Ferry  Building. 

The  speaker  of  the  evening  will  be 
Mr.  E.  W.  Ehmann,  of  Piedmont,  Cali- 
fornia, who  will  speak  on  the  subject  of 
“Duck  Banding  at  Lalce  Merritt.’’ 


December  Field  Trip  will  be  taken 
Sunday,  the  14th,  to  the  University 
Campus,  Berkeley,  California.  San 
Francisco  members  take  8:40  a.  m. 
Key  Route  boat  and  Berkeley  train, 
ride  to  the  end  of  line  at  University 
and  Shattuck  Avenues,  where  party 
will  form  at  9:30  a.  m. 

East  Bay  members  may  reach  this 
point  by  College,  Telegraph,  Shattuck 
or  Grove  Street  cars.  Bring  luncheon 
and  filled  canteens. 

In  case  of  heavy  rain  the  trip  will  be 
taken  on  the  28th. 

Leader,  Mrs.  H.  P.  Bracelin. 


Special  Notice:  A meeting  of  the 

Board  of  Directors  will  be  held  at  6 : 45 
Thursday  evening,  the  11th.  As  there 
are  many  matters  to  be  taken  care  of, 
it  is  requested  that  all  the  members  be 
present.  B.  C.  Bremer,  Recording  Sec- 
retary. 

■'7^. 

1931  Dues.  The.  annual  dues  for  the 
coming  year  of  1931  will  be  payable 
January  1st,  and  all  members  are  asked 
to  make  their  remittances  as  early  as 
possible  to  the  Treasurer.  It  is  re- 
quested that  all  checks  be  made  in  the 
name  of  The  Audubon  Association  of 
the  Pacific. 


November  Meeting:  The  166th  regu- 
lar meeting  was  held  November  13th, 
in  room  19,  Perry  Building  with  twenty- 
eight  present.  Second  Vice-President 
Miss  Cornelia  Pringle  presiding. 

Mr.  Bill  Rowe  of  Oakland,  California, 
was  elected  to  membership. 

Field  observations  were  reported  as 
follows : 

Carl  Smith:  November  9th,  Chain  of 
Lakes,  Golden  Gate  Park,  Sora  Rail. 

The  speaker  of  the  evening.  Prof. 
George  Haley  of  the  University  of  San 
Francisco,  spoke  on  “Bird  Life  in 
Alaska,’’  and  in  addition  gave  an  inter- 
esting account  of  the  life  of  the  Fur 
Seal. 


Book  Notice:  “The  Birds  of  Golden 
Gate  Park,’’  by  Joseph  Mailliard,  Cura- 
tor Emeritus,  Department  of  Ornithol- 
ogy, California  Academy  of  Sciences, 
is  now  ready  for  distribution. 

A convenient  handbook  of  eighty- 
four  pages  containing  descriptions  of 
110  birds  and  illustrated  with  95  line 
drawings. 

The  birds  are  grouped  under  head- 
ings indicating  where  each  species  is 
most  likely  to  be  found  in  the  park  as 
follows: 

Wild  Birds  Seen  on  Lakes, 

Birds  Frequenting  Lake  Margin  Vege- 
tation, 

Birds  Seen  Most  Often  in  Flight, 

Birds  of  Conifers  and  High  Trees, 
Birds  of  Ground,  Grass-land  or  Bushes, 
Birds  of  Willow  Thickets, 

Introduced  Species  on  Stow  Lake. 

This  book  may  be  obtained  from  the 
California  Academy  of  Sciences,  Golden 
Gate  Park,  or  The  Audubon  Associa- 
tion of  the  Pacific,  cloth  bound,  75c 
per  copy. 


Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific 

For  the  Study  and  Protection  of  Birds 
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Monthly  meeting  second  Thursday,  8 P.  M.,  Room  19,  Ferry  Building. 
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